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CLAIMS 

1. (Currently amended) A method for use in tracking the actions of an 
Internet user, the method comprising: 

loading data from ono or more a plurality of transaction logs of one or mor e a 
plurality of Internet servers into a database system a single database tabl e managed by 
plural parallel processing modules of a database sy s tem , where the data includes an entry 
for each request to the Internet server, including information identifying which user 
submitted the request and information identifying the time at which the request was 
received, and 

executing a database query across the parallel processing modules using a moving 
difference database management function to select from the data all entries associated 
with a particular user and corresponding to a single session of that user. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, where the step of selecting includes 
selecting entries with time stamps lying in a predetermined range. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, where the step of selecting includes 
comparing time stamps of entries and selecting each entry for which the time stamp 
differs from the time stamp of another entry by less than a predetermined amount. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 3, where the step of selecting includes 
selecting each entry for which the time stamp differs from the time stamp of another 
entry by less than 30 minutes. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, also including sorting the selected 
entries chronologically to reconstruct the user's clickstream. 
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6. (Currently amended) A computer program, stored on a tangible storage 
medium, for use in tracking the actions of an Internet user, the program comprising 
executable instructions that cause one or more computers to; 

load data from one or mor e-transaction logs of ene or more a plurality of Internet 
servers into a database system single databas e table managed by plural parallel 
processing modules of a databa s e) a ystcm, where the data includes an entry for each 
request to the Internet server, including information identifying which user submitted the 
request and information identifying the time at which the request was received; and 

execute a database query across the parallel processing modules using a moving 
difference database management function t o select from the data all entries associated 
with a particular user and corresponding to a single session of that user. 

7. (Original) The program of claim 6, where, in selecting entries, the 
computer selects entries with time stamps lying in a predetermined range. 

8. (Original) The program of claim 6, where, in selecting entries, the 
computer compares time stamps of entries and selects each entry for which the time 
stamp differs from the time stamp of another entry by less than a predetermined amount. 

9. (Original) The program of claim 8, where, in selecting entries, the 
computer selects each entry for which the time stamp differs from the time stamp of 
another entry by less than 30 minutes, 

1 0. (Original) The program of claim 6, where the computer also sorts the 
selected entries chronologically to reconstruct the user's clickstream. 
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1 1. (Currently amended) A database system comprising: 

a plurality of ono or mor e data-storage facilities for use in storing data received 
from ono or more transaction logs of a plurality of one or mor e Internet server computers, 
where the data includes an entry for each request to the Internet server computers, 
including information identifying which user submitted the request and information 
identifying the time at which the request was received; 

plural parallel processing modules configured to manage the data stored in the 
data-storage facilities; and 

a database-management component configured to execute a database query across 
the parallel processing modules using a moving difference database management function 
to select from the data all entries associated with a particular user and corresponding to a 
single session of that usert 

where th e data received from the on e or mor e4 ran s action logs is loaded into a 
s ingle database table managed by the plural pr -o eo ss ing modul e s . 

1 2. (Original) The system of claim 1 1, where the database-management 
component is configured to select entries with time stamps lying in a predetermined 
range. 

i 

13. (Original) The system of clai m 11 3 where the database-management 
component is configured to comp'are time stamps of entries and to select each entry for 
which the time stamp differs from the time stamp of another entry by less than a 
predetermined amount. : 

14. (Original) The systeni of claim 13, where the^database-management 
component is configured to select each entry for which the time stamp differs from the 
time stamp of another entry by less than 30 minutes. 
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1 5 . (Original) The system ;of claim 1 1 , where the database-management 
component is configured to sort the selected entries chronologically to reconstruct the 



user's clickstream. !. 



16. (Previously Presented]),! The method of claim lj further comprising 
processing the data loaded into the single database table to extract from each entry in the 
single database table the information identifying which user submitted the request and the 
information identifyinjg the time at which the request was received. 

$ 'h 

17. (Previously Presented) The method of claim £6, further comprising storing 

?' j. 
the extracted information in a database table having plural cblumnSj one for the 

information identifying which user submitted the request, an'd another for the information 

identifying the time at which the request was received. j; 

18. (Previously Presented) The method of claim I, where loading data into a 

I; 

single database table includes loading data into a table having a single column, where the 
single column includes a row for eacii entry in the one or mdre transaction logs of the one 

!i: i; 

or more Internet servers. i; !j 

!;. Ji 
. E 

I Si 

1 9. (Previously Presented)! The program of claimi6, where the one or more 
computers also process the data loaded into the single database table to extract from each 
entry in the single database table the information identifying^ which user submitted the 
request and the information identifying the time at which th& request was received. 

I • j 
p. | 

20. (Previously Presented) 1 The program of claim^l9, where the one or more 

computers also store the extracted i in a databaseiable having plural columns, 

h i 
one for the information identifying wfbich user submitted thej request, and another for the 

information identifying the time at which the request was received. 



2 1 . (Previously Presented}' The program of claim 



6 S where the one or more 



computers also, in loading data into ^single database table, load data into a table having a 
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single column, where the single column includes a row for eajteh entry in the one or more 
transaction logs of the one or more' Internet servers. 



Si 



i ! 



22. (Currently Amended) A method for use in trac king the actions of an 
Internet user, the method comprising:^ 

-transaction logs of a plurality of < 



loading data from eae 



Internet servers across plural parallel processing modules 



. of L 



data includes an entry for each request to the Internet, server, including information 

■ 1 r i ' 1 

identifying which user submitted the inquest and informatioij] identifying the time at 

which the request was received; j ; . 

extracting from the loaded da^ the information identifying which user submitted 

S : ; i 

the request and the information identifying the time at whichlthe request was received; 

' : \ 1 ' 

storing the extracted information in a database table Having plural columns, one 



for the information identifying which 1 



information identifying the time jat which the request; was received; and 

i ! . j ■ i 

executing a database query, acijoss the parallel processing modules using an 
MDIFF extension to SOL as a fruaction t o select from the database table all entries 



user submitted Jhe request, and another for the 



associated with a particular user land corresponding to a single session of that user. 

. i : 

I:.' ' 
i ' 

23 . (Currently Amended) S\ computer program, si ored on a tangible storage 

! ! *' i . ! : S 

medium, for use in tracking the actions of an Internet user, the program comprising 

i ! ; ■ 1 

executable instructions that causje.bne-or more coniputers to: 

j ' ; | ! " | ! 

load data from one or mor e transaction logs of one or more a plurality of Internet 

j ': h . | : 

servers across plural parallel prqcessifig modules of a database system, where the data 

includes an entry for each request ,'to j he Internet server, including information identifying 

! I ** i' I 

which user submitted the request andjinformation ijdentifying the time at which the 

request was received; j ' r 

extract from the loaded data tfie information identifying which user submitted the 

•I'J 1 : j ! 

request and the information identifying the time at which the request was received; 
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store the extracted infonrmtior 
the information identifying which.mse: 



information identifying the time; atjwl ich the request was rec nved, and 



execute a database query aicro: 



associated with a particular user arid corresponding 



in a database table ha\ ing plural columns, one for 
submitted the request^ and another for the 



s the parallel 



processin * modules using a moving 
difference database management! fiindtioiLt o selefct from the < atabase table all entries 



from* 



24. (Currently Amended) A databases-system comprising: 

a plurality of o ne or more datastorage facilities for u >e in storing data received 

I :.' . i ! 

a plurality of transaction logs of one or mop a plurality of Internet 



server computers, where the data lhcl ides an entry for each i squest to the Internet server 

1 1 , ■ 

computers, including information, Identifying which user sub mitted the request and 
information identifying the time at) which the request was received; 
plural parallel processing riioaules configured to; 

extract frtirii the stored data the infondation identifying which user 
submitted the request jmd the information ide: itifying the time at which the 
request was received; \ ind i, 

store the extracted information in a da ;abase table having plural 



columns, one for 



request, and another for the information ident fying the time at which the 

' >] • j • "■: 
request was receive^ and* ' ; 

a database-management- component configured to execute a database query across 

iiii • • - : •!!!' I 

the parallel processing modules isin^ anMDIFF extension t ) SOL to select from the 



database table all entries associated vith a particfcihtr user anS corresponding to a single 
session of that use. 



to a singl 



thle, imfoimationj.identifying -ivhich user submitted the 
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session of that user. 
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